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Dear     :

Too many of the over 600,000 families who deal with the daily struggles and issues associated with Child and Youth Mental Health Disorders are known to me through my work and social networks. 

Recently, Children's Mental Health Ontario analyzed their intake statistics, comparing Windsor Child and Youth Mental Health Agency intakes to the rest of the Province.  The results are staggering, demonstrating clearly how a strained economy is going to be negatively impacting our children, their families, and the agencies who are trying to serve them in an already overburdened and overwhelmed system.  In these very uncertain economic times the need to implement those changes that were recommended in  'The Roots of Violence Report', 'The Auditor's General Report', and the 'Ontario's Poverty Reduction Strategy' becomes even more pressing. 

Our kids, our families, our agencies cannot withstand one other year of frozen base funding, for two very compelling reasons:

1)    the disturbingly long waiting lists will continue to grow;

2)     our agencies are losing staff to other sectors where salaries are more competitive

Some of the spending from the physical health service sector must be realigned to community based mental health services for children and youth.

The same holds true for spending in the education sector—No one would argue that investing in our children's futures by investing in education is commendable. But what we also must recognize is that education’s annual funding has continuously increased while funding for community based mental health agencies has been frozen; this, despite the fact that these agencies support the education sector by helping the significant minority of children with mental health issues not only to stay in school, but to excel. 
We urge you to support a 3% increase to the children’s mental health sector so that programs and staff levels can be maintained.

Please assist us in stopping Children and Youth Mental Health from being ignored any longer.

Thank you for your expected support.

Yours truly,

